
EASTER DAY AT DAWN 

 

 

 

This will be live streamed at dawn 6 am on Church YouTube 

channel that you can access via our church website 

http://resurrectionstbarnabas.org.uk/holy-week-and-

easter/ 

 

You will need: A candle, a Cross, maybe a bell, rattle or anything you 

can make noise. We begin in darkness. You may wish to work in low 

light to begin with, for example, by a lamp rather than the main 

ceiling light.  

 

http://resurrectionstbarnabas.org.uk/holy-week-and-easter/
http://resurrectionstbarnabas.org.uk/holy-week-and-easter/


Easter Day at Dawn  
 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, on this most holy night, when 

our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to life, the Church invites 

her children throughout the world to come together in vigil and 

prayer. This is the Passover of the Lord. We remember his death 

and resurrection by hearing his word and celebrating his 

mysteries, confident that we shall share his victory over death 

and live with him for ever in God.  

 

The new fire is kindled and the Easter candle is marked and incense 

studs are inserted into the Easter candle.  

 

Eternal God, who made this most holy night to shine with the 

brightness of your one true light: set us aflame with the fire of 

your love, and bringing us to the radiance of your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

Christ yesterday and today, the beginning and the end, 

Alpha and Omega, all time belongs to him, and all ages;  

to him be glory and power, through every age and for ever. 

Amen.  
 

By his holy and glorious wounds  

may Christ our Lord guard and keep us. 

Amen.  
 

Lighting of the candle. 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory, banish all darkness from 

our hearts and minds.  
 

The light of Christ.  

Thanks be to God. 

 



Exsultet  

The Easter Song of Praise 

Tune: Finlandia/Be still my soul 

 

Sing, choirs of heaven! Let saints and angels sing! 

Around God’s throne exult in harmony! 

Now Jesus Christ is risen from the grave! 

Salute your King in glorious symphony! 

Now Jesus Christ is risen from the grave! 

Salute your King in glorious symphony! 
 

Sing, choirs of earth! Behold, your light has come! 

The glory of the Lord shines radiantly! 

Lift up your hearts, for Christ has conquered death! 

The night is past, the day of life is here! 

Lift up your hearts, for Christ has conquered death! 

The night is past, the day of life is here! 
 

Sing, Church of God! Exult with joy outpoured! 

The gospel trumpets tell of victory won! 

Your Saviour lives; he’s with you evermore! 

Let all God’s people sound the long Amen! 

Your Saviour lives; he’s with you evermore! 

Let all God’s people sound the long Amen! 

 

Exodus 14:10-end, 15:1 
 

             10 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there 

were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites 

cried out to the Lord. 11They said to Moses, ‘Was it because there 

were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the 

wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of 

Egypt? 12Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us 



alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it would have been 

better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the 

wilderness.’ 13But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, 

stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish 

for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall 

never see again. 14The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to 

keep still.’ 
              15 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? 

Tell the Israelites to go forward. 16But you lift up your staff, and 

stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites 

may go into the sea on dry ground. 17Then I will harden the hearts 

of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will 

gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, 

and his chariot drivers. 18And the Egyptians shall know that I am 

the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his 

chariots, and his chariot drivers.’ 
             19 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army 

moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from 

in front of them and took its place behind them. 20It came between 

the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was 

there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come 

near the other all night. 
             21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord 

drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and turned the 

sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22The Israelites 

went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for 

them on their right and on their left. 23The Egyptians pursued, and 

went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and 

chariot drivers. 24At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of 

fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw 

the Egyptian army into panic. 25He clogged their chariot wheels so 

that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee 



from the Israelites, for the Lord is fighting for them against 

Egypt.’  
          26 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the 

sea, so that the water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon 

their chariots and chariot drivers.’ 27So Moses stretched out his 

hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal 

depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the 

Egyptians into the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the 

chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that 

had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. 29But 

the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters 

forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 
          30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and 

Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31Israel saw the 

great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people 

feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 
 

        1 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: “I 

will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and 

rider he has thrown into the sea.  

 

The Lord is my strength and my might.  He has become my 

salvation. Lord God our redeemer, who heard the cry of your 

people and sent your servant Moses to lead them out of slavery: 

free us from the tyranny of sin and death, and by the leading of 

your Spirit, bring us to our promised land; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen.  

 

Easter Acclamation  

Alleluia. Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
 



You can celebrate! Ring bless, make a loud noise with whatever 

item you may have and if in low light, turn the lights back on.  
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 

Glory to God in the highest,  

and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King,  

almighty God and Father, we worship you,  

we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,  

Lamb of God,  you take away the sin of the world: have mercy 

on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive 

our prayer.  
 

For your alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord,  

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.  

Amen.  

Collect 
 

God of glory, by the raising of your Son 

you have broken the chains of death and hell: 

fill your Church with faith and hope; for a new day has dawned 

and the way to life stands open in our Saviour Jesus Christ.    

Amen.  
 

Gospel Reading 

   Matthew 28:1 – 10 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 

I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore.  

Alleluia.  



The Gospel our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

         After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And 

suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 

descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat 

on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as 

snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 

men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know 

that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; 

for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 

he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, “He has been raised 

from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 

there you will see him.” This is my message for you.’  

       So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran 

to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ 

And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshipped 

him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my 

brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Reflection 

 

Rev Maria says here few words. You can read her reflection on our 

church website too.  

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, let us pray with confidence as our 

Saviour has taught us 



 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

Conclusion  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

He is risen indeed. Alleluia.  
 

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 

open to you who believe the gates of everlasting life. 

Amen.  
 

God the Son, who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious 

victory, give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 

Amen. 
 

God the Holy Spirit, who filled the disciples with the life of the 

risen Lord, empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace.  

Amen.  
 

And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen.  

 

The Dismissal 

With the risen life of Christ within you, 

go in the peace of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia.  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.  


