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The Gathering 
 
 

In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

All  Amen. 
 
 
The Greeting 
 
 Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 
All From the rising of the sun to its setting 
 your name is proclaimed in all the world. 
 
 The Lord be with you 
All and also with you. 
 
 
Words of welcome and introduction 
 
 
Opening hymn - Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
 
 
1 Hail to the Lord's Anointed, 
 great David's greater Son! 
 Hail, in the time appointed, 
 his reign on earth begun! 
 He comes to break oppression, 
 to set the captive free, 
 to take away transgression, 
 and rule in equity. 
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2 He comes, with succour speedy, 
 to those who suffer wrong; 
 to help the poor and needy, 
 and bid the weak be strong; 
 to give them songs for sighing, 
 their darkness turn to light, 
 whose souls, condemned and dying, 
 were precious in his sight. 
 
3 He shall come down like showers 
 upon the fruitful earth; 
 that love, joy, hope, like flowers, 
 spring in his path to birth; 
 before him, on the mountains, 
 shall peace the herald go; 
 and righteousness, in fountains, 
 from hill to valley flow. 
 
4 Kings shall bow down before him, 
 and gold and incense bring; 
 all nations shall adore him, 
 his praise all people sing; 
 to him shall prayer unceasing 
 and daily vows ascend, 
 his kingdom still increasing, 
 a kingdom without end. 
 
5 O'er every foe victorious, 
 he on his throne shall rest; 
 from age to age more glorious, 
 all-blessing and all-blest. 
 The tide of time shall never 
 his covenant remove; 
 his name shall stand for ever, 
 his changeless name of Love. 
 

James Montgomery (1771-1854) 
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Prayers of Penitence 

 
The grace of God had dawned upon the world 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own.  
Let us confess our sins. 

 
God be gracious to us and bless us, 
and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 

 May your ways be known on the earth, 
your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy. 

All Christ, have mercy. 
 

You, Lord, have made known your salvation, 
and reveal your justice in the sight of the nations: 
Lord, have mercy. 

All Lord, have mercy. 
 
 
The president pronounces Absolution. 
 

  
Almighty God, 

 who forgives all who truly repent, 
 have mercy upon us, 
 pardon and deliver us from all our sins, 
 confirm and strengthen us in all goodness, 
 and keep us in life eternal; 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
All  Amen. 



7 
 

Gloria in Excelsis 
 
We now say the Gloria 

 
 Glory to God in the highest, 
All and peace to his people on earth. 
 
 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 
 we worship you, we give you thanks, 
 we praise you for your glory. 
 
 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
 Lord God, Lamb of God, 
 you take away the sin of the world: 
 have mercy on us; 
 you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
 receive our prayer. 
 
 For you alone are the Holy One, 
 you alone are the Lord, 
 you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
 with the Holy Spirit, 
 in the glory of God the Father. 
 Amen. 
 
 
 
The Collect 

 

The Collect is prayed and all respond, boldly 
 

All Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

 
Reading 
 

One reading comes before the Gospel. At the end the reader 
says 
 

 This is the word of the Lord. 
All Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Reading 
 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
Christ was revealed in flesh,  
proclaimed among the nations 
and believed in throughout the world. 

All Alleluia. 
 

Hear the Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to N. 
All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 
At the end 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
 

Sermon 
 

After the sermon silence is kept, for reflection.  
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The Creed  
 

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God. 
 

We believe in one God,  
All the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father;  
 through him all things were made.  
 For us and for our salvation  
 he came down from heaven,  
 was incarnate from the Holy Spirit  
 and the Virgin Mary and was made man.  
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.  
 On the third day he rose again  
 in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory  
 to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.  
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son  
is worshipped and glorified,  

 who has spoken through the prophets.  
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We believe in one holy  
 catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism  
 for the forgiveness of sins.  
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
 
 
Prayers of Intercession 
 
At the end 
 

Merciful Father 
All accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 

 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Believing the promises of God, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 
All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  

thy kingdom come; thy will be done;  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation;  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever.   Amen. 
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Hymn – We Three Kings  
 
The Kings  
1 We three kings of Orient are; 
 bearing gifts we traverse afar 
 field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
 following yonder star: 
 O star of wonder, star of night,  
 star with royal beauty bright,  
 westward leading, still proceeding,  
 guide us to thy perfect light.  
 
 Melchior  
2 Born a king on Bethlehem plain, 
 gold I bring, to crown him again- 
 King for ever, ceasing never, 
 over us all to reign: 
 Chorus  
 
 Caspar  
3 Frankincense to offer have I; 
 incense owns a deity nigh: 
 prayer and praising, all men raising, 
 worship him, God most high: 
 Chorus  
 
 Balthazar  
4 Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
 breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
 sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
 sealed in the stone-cold tomb: 
 Chorus  
 
 All  
5 Glorious now, behold him arise, 
 King and God, and sacrifice! 
 heaven sings alleluia, 
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 alleluia the earth replies: 
 Chorus  
 
John Henry Hopkins (1820-1891) 

 
 
Notices  
 

 
The Dismissal 
 
 

Blessing 
 
 

May God the Father, who led the wise men by the shining 
of a star to find the Christ, the Light from light, lead us also 
in our pilgrimage to find the Lord.  

All  Amen.  
 

May God, who has delivered us from the dominion of 
darkness, give us a place with the saints in light in the 
kingdom of his beloved Son.  

All  Amen.  
 

May the light of the glorious gospel of Christ shine in our 
hearts and fill our lives with his joy and peace.  

All  Amen.       
 

And the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
be among us and remain with us always. 

All  Amen.   
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The Dismissal 
 

We have seen his glory, 
the glory revealed to all nations. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

All In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 
Final Hymn - O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness 
 
 
1 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
 bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
 with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
 kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 
 
2 Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
 high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
 comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
 guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 
3 Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
 of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
 truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
 these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 
4 These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
 he will accept for the name that is dear; 
 mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
 trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 
 
5 O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
 bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
 with gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
 kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 
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John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811-1875) 
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